
Mission Statement 
To advocate for 
sustainable use of the Red 
River. 
 

Vision Statement 
All people value our Red 
River as a vital part of our 
community. 
 

Core Values 
We believe integrity and 
respect are inherent in all 
our core values. 
 

Education: We are 
dedicated to educating 
our community by 
increasing local watershed 
knowledge through active 
engagement. 
 

Stewardship:  We are 
dedicated to taking care 
of our River environment 
and community 
relationships. 
 

Leadership: We are 
dedicated to developing 
and influencing current 
and future leader 

Board of Directors  

Bryan Leininger, President 
Jon Evert, V.P. 
Christina Hargiss, V.P. 
Mat Hermanson, Sec/Treas. 
John Brummer 
Roger Clay 
Ginger Deitz 
Matthew Huettl 
Tiffany Knott 
Courtney Neitzke 
Michael Maddox 
Bert McDonough 
Barry Nelson 
Jill Wilkey 
Lauri Winterfeldt 

2018 Statement of Activities 

* Full-time and interns 

Awards Presented 

Full Time Staff 

Christine Holland 
Executive Director  
 
Kim Morris 
Project Coordinator  
 

Special Projects Staff 

Abbie Sherva, PaY Intern 

 
Volunteers 

Over 2150 volunteers con-
tributed over 4800 hours to 
our projects, events and 
committees.  

2018 Annual Report 

 

Memberships $11,236.57 

Appropriations $131,000.00 

Grants/Contracts $41,532.61 

Sponsorships/Donations $56,667.65 

Misc. & Project Income $9,924.94 

Donated goods and porfes-
sional services $18,562.49 

Total Income $268,924.26 

  

Office Expense $16,185.57 

Project Expenses $39,228.49 

Payroll Expenses * $145,395.10 

Misc. Expenses $333.54 

Inkind expense $17,756.25 

Total Expense $218,898.95 

  

Net Income $50,025.31 



Goal: Increase public awareness of the Red 
River, its uses, and water related issues by 
disseminating accurate information and 
engaging in educational activities.  
 
Increase public awareness:  
• Absolute Marketing Group choose to work with 

River Keepers to give us a refreshed logo; a new 
slogan: Learn, Sustain, and Enjoy; a brand etiquette 
guide; and an Instagram account.   

• Projects and events were covered by media outlets 
over 30 times.  Displayed at almost 20 events and 
presented to over 15 groups. 

• A volunteer created a photo booth prop with people 
enjoying and helping to sustain the Red River to use 
at events. 

 
Provide educational opportunities:  
• Over 2100 4th grade students (97 classes from 32 

schools) attended the Red River Water Festival over 
five days.  

• Worked with the Historical and Cultural Society of 
Clay County to add a local interactive component to 
the We Are Water exhibit.  

• Led activities at community events such as Midwest 
Kidfest, Police Community Picnic, Moorhead Summer 
Parks Program, Party for the Planet, and River Hero 
Camp. 

• Partnered with the Red River Zoo and Giacaches to 
create our 4th geocache. 

 
Offer guided tours:  
• Partnered with Moorhead Parks and Recreation to 

offer 4 Paddling Excursions with over 100 
participants.  

 

Goal: Maintain and increase appropriate 
recreational use of the Red River. 
 
Serve as a source of information about recreation:  
• Partnered with FM Walleyes Unlimited to provide 2 

youth fishing clinics with 120 participants. 

• Coordinated Race the Red with 72 vessels registered! 
Held first Best Decorated Contest during the Race. 

• Hosted Efficiency in Catfishing Seminar with Brad 
Durick with 18 participants. 

 
Provide canoe and kayak rental:   
• Partnered with Moorhead Parks and Recreation to 

provide canoe and kayak rentals at Hjemkomst 
Landing with almost 700 renters. 

2018 Highlights

Jack Anderson 

 



2018 Highlights 
Goal: Advocate land use, river use, and 
environmental practices that contribute to a 
sustainable, safe, and economically beneficial 
river ecosystem.  
 
Encourage best management practices:  
• Partnered with Cass County Soil Conservation District, 

Clay County Soil and Water Conservation District and 
Moorhead Community Education to produce 2 Make 
Your Own Rain Barrel Workshops and 3 Make Your 
Own Compost Tumbler Workshops and a new 
Pollinator Habitat Workshop. 

• Along with the City of Fargo, Fargo Park District, Cass 
County Soil Conservation District, City of Moorhead 
and Clay County Soil & Water Conservation District, 
over 1000 volunteers planted trees and shrubs to 
Reforest the Red during 3 events.   

• Received Clay County Soil & Water Conservation 
District’s Outstanding Conservationist Award.  

Reduce threats to Red River’s water quality:   
• Produced and distributed hundreds of totes from T-

shirts that were donated, cut, and sewn by over 300 
volunteers in our T-shirt to Tote project. 

• The City of West Fargo joined the City of Fargo and 
the City of Moorhead as a partner in our Storm Drain 

Marking Program.  Almost 300 volunteers 
contributed 570 volunteer hours to mark storm 
drains with a “Do Not Dump” message and 
distributed doorhangers.   

• Partnered with the Moorhead Parks and Recreation 
and Fargo Park District to work with almost 300 
volunteers to pick up trash along the Red River.  

Conduct water quality monitoring:   
• With the support of the  North Dakota Department 

of Health, Minnesota Pollution Control Agency, and 
the assistance of volunteers, we took semi-monthly 
water quality samples during ice-free conditions. 

Goal: Provide financial sustainability of River 
Keepers by securing adequate funding to 
maintain goals listed above. 
 
Execute fundraising:   
• Celebrate Our Red at the HoDo and the Catfish Cup 

Golf Scramble were successful fundraisers led by the 
Board of Directors. 

 

Jack Anderson 



Mark Your Calendars!
 
 

Stay connected with River Keepers, learn about volunteer opportunities, events and projects on our webpage at 
or on Facebook at facebook.com/RiverKeepersFM or email kimberly@riverkeepers.org or call 701.235.2895.

River Keepers Annual Meeting:   
5:30-7:00 p.m. on April 2 in the downtown Fargo 
Public Library.  Awards presented, new board 
members elected, bylaw updates. Gerald Van 
Amburg, retired ecologist, will present "Living in the 
Anthropocene". Free event. 
 
Register to Raise One Up:   
5-8 p.m. at Fargo Brewing Company Tap Room.  
Register for one of River Keepers paid events or 
become a new member to receive one free pint 
from Fargo Brewing Company and one River 
Keepers dry bag (while supplies last).  In addition, 
get your name in a drawing for River Keepers swag 
once for every event registration or new 
membership.  

Make Your Own Compost Tumbler Workshops:  
6-8 p.m. on April 29 at a Moorhead Park, May 14 at 
a Fargo Park. We will cover the basics of 
composting. In addition, build and bring home a 
compost tumbler made from a plastic 55-gallon 
barrel. Taught with Cass County Soil Conservation 
District and Clay County Soil and Water 
Conservation District. Register with Moorhead 
Community Education. 
 
 

Make Your Own Rain Barrel Workshops:  
6-8 p.m. on May 7 at a Moorhead Park; June 13 at a 
West Fargo Park, July 11 at a Fargo Park.  Build and 
bring home a rain barrel made from a plastic 55-
gallon barrel.  Taught with Cass County Soil 
Conservation District and Clay County Soil and 
Water Conservation District. Register with 
Moorhead Community Education. 
 
Arbor Day Celebration:  
9:30 a.m. on May 17 at Eagle Pointe 2 Park.  
Ceremony and tree planting.  Free.  Hosted with 
City of Fargo, Fargo Park District and Cass County 
Soil Conservation District. 
 
Canoe and Kayak Rentals:  
May 28 -August 27. $10.00/hour, per vessel. 
Tuesdays 6:00-8:00 p.m., Saturdays and Sundays 
1:00-6:00 p.m. First come, first serve basis. For use at 
the Hjemkomst Landing only. Partners with 
Moorhead Parks and Recreation. 

 
Lil’ Fisherman’s Clinic and Derby:  
5:30-8:00 p.m. on June 3 at Dike East in Fargo.  
Learn the basics of fishing at a clinic from 5:30-6:30 
pm., then try land a big one at the derby.  Free 
event.  Coordinated with FM Walleyes Unlimited.   

http://www.facebook.com/RiverKeepersFM


Mark Your Calendars! 

Stay connected with River Keepers, learn about volunteer opportunities, events and projects on our webpage at riverkeepers.org          
or email kimberly@riverkeepers.org or call 701.235.2895. 

Moorhead Reforest the Red:  
1-4:30 p.m. on June 7 at River Oaks Park. Help 
Reforest the Red by planting trees and shrubs in the 
riparian area. Free event. Coordinated with City of 
Moorhead and Clay County Soil & Water 
Conservation District. 
  
Race the Red Canoe and Kayak Races:  
6:30 p.m. on June 10 at Dike East.  All skill levels 
welcome. Distances are 1.5, 3.5, or 6 miles. 
Registration required. 
 
River Paddling Excursions:  
All skill levels welcome. Arrive at 5:30 p.m. Begin at 
6 p.m.  $15/person for canoe/kayak rental; $10/
person, if providing own vessel. Registration 
required with Moorhead Parks and Recreation.  
Coordinated with Moorhead Parks and Recreation. 
* May 15 - History of the Red, led by Mark Peihl, 
Historical and Cultural Society of Clay County. 
* June 19 - Animals and Habitats, led by Nicole Lee, 
Red River Zoo.  
* July 17 - History of the Red River, led by Mark 
Peihl, Historical and Cultural Society of Clay County. 
* August 21 - Aviary Expedition, led by                                                                   
   Matt Mecklenburg, Fargo-Moorhead Audubon.  

 
River Keepers’ Catfish Cup Golf Scramble:  
12:30 p.m. on June 17 at Edgewood.  A fun event 
for golfers of all skill levels. Pre-registration 
required. 
 
 
 

RiverArts Fishing Clinic:  
5:30-8:00 p.m. on July 23 at Memorial Park in 
Moorhead.  Youth and their families are invited to 
learn the basics of fishing and try land the big one! 
Free event. Coordinated with FM Walleyes 
Unlimited and Moorhead Parks and Recreation. 
 
Storm Drain Marking Program:  
6-7:30 p.m. on August 1 at Wild Terra.  Volunteer to 
mark storm drains at this event and get a free pint 
that night.  Hosted with Wild Terra. 

 
On-the-Water Cleanup:   
5:30 p.m. on September 9.  Experienced paddlers 
only. Must be willing to get wet and dirty.  Free 
event but must be signed up.  
 
Fargo Reforest the Red:  
Noon - 7:00 p.m on September 11 at Trollwood 
Park. Volunteer to plant trees and shrubs! 
Educational youth activities. Hot dogs and water 
while supplies last.  Hosting partners include City of 
Fargo, Fargo Park District and Cass County Soil 
Conservation District.  Free event.  
 
Red River Water Festival:   
September 17-20, 23 at Hjemkomst Center. 
Volunteers needed.  Pre-registration required for 
4th grade classes. 
 
Celebrate Our Red:    
6-8 p.m. on October 13 at the HoDo. Fun, gourmet 
hors d'oevres, a silent auction, and door prizes. 
Tickets must be purchased. 

http://www.facebook.com/RiverKeepersFM


2018 Members, Partners, Sponsors, Contributors and Grantors 

 

Sustaining Sponsors 

Buffalo-Red River Watershed  

District 

Southeast Cass Water Resource  

District 
 

Government Members 
Fargo Park District 

City of Moorhead 

City of Fargo 

Clay County 
  
Absolute Marketing Group  
AE2S    
Anheuser Busch InBev    
Appareo Systems    
Artistic Clicks    
Atomic Coffee    
Baker Garden & Gift    
Bell Bank   
Beverage Wholesalers, Inc.    
Blue Cross Blue Shield of ND    
Boulger Funeral Home    
Border States Electric    
Braun Intertec    
Bridgeview Liquors    
Cargill Inc.    
Cass County Electric Cooperative    
Cass County Soil Conservation District 
Clay County Soil & Water Conservation  
                District  
Clay County Solid Waste    
Cold Stone Creamery    
Community Living Services    
Concordia College    
Concordia Omicron Delta Kappa    
Contour Design Studio    
Creatively Uncorked    
Critters Feed and Seed    
Dairy Queen Downtown Moorhead 
Dawson Insurance    
Downtown Community Partnership 
Downtown Fargo Rotary Club    
Drekker Brewing    
Fargo Brewing Company    
Fargo Moorhead Community Theatre 
Fargo Moorhead Opera    
Fargo-Moorhead Symphony Orchestra 
Fargo North High School  
          Environmental Club 
FedEx    
Fraser Ltd.    
F-M Coalition For Homeless Persons 
FM Muskies Inc.     
FM United Soccer Club    
FM Walleyes Unlimited Inc.    
Girl Scouts - Dakota Horizons    
Grain Designs    

Haga Kommer Ltd.    
HDR Engineering, Inc.    
Historical & Cultural Society of Clay  
               County   
Horizon Middle School    
Hornbacher's    
Hotel Donaldson    
Houston Engineering, Inc.    
IBM Corporation    
Industrial Builders, Inc.    
International Water Institute    
John Deere Electronic Solutions    
Johnson Brothers of North Dakota, Inc.  
Kiwanis Club of Fargo    
Liberty Engineering Group    
Liberty Middle School    
Maple Hills Orchard    
Maple Leaf Resort    
Maple River Winery    
MBN Engineering Inc.    
Microsoft    
Minnesota Pollution Control Agency 
Moore Engineering    
Moorhead Ace Hardware    
Moorhead Community Education    
Moorhead Firefighters Local 1323 
Moorhead High School PaY    
Moorhead Parks and Recreation    
Moorhead Public School District    
Mrs. Fields    
Natural Pet Center    
NAU Country Insurance Company    
NDSU Circkle K International    
NDSU Kappa Alpha Theta    
NDSU Landscape Architecture    
NDSU Natural Resource Management  
                  Club 
NDSU Residence Life    
NDSU Volunteer Network    
NDSU Women's Basketball    
Noridian Healthcare Solutions    
North Dakota Department of Health 
North Dakota Nutrition Council    
North Dakota State Water Commission 
North Dakota Water Environment  
             Association   
Northern Cass Robotics    
Northern Lights Council, Boys Scouts of  
               America 
Northern Lights Dental    
Northern Plains Botanic Garden Society 
Oak Grove PaY    
Old Navy    
Olivet Lutheran Church      
Plant Sciences Graduate Student  
              Association  
Prairie Waters Education and Research  
                 Center 
Rape and Abuse Crisis Center    
Ranstrom Berg Wealth Management  
                  LLC  

RDO Equipment Co.    
R.D. Offutt Company    
Red River Basin Commission    
Red River Zoo    
River Network    
Sanford Southpointe Clinic    
Scheels    
Schumacher S.E. Ltd    
S.G. Reinertsen Elementary School 
Sheyenne Gardens Nursery    
Shotwell Floral & Greenhouse    
Skate City    
South High School Key Club    
SRF Consulting Group, Inc.   
S.S. Ruby Boat Tours    
Sweet Dreams Confections    
Traveling Vineyard by Paula Lovegren 
TruGreen    
Uncle Maddio's Pizza Joint    
United Methodist Church     
U.S. Bank   
Valley Water Rescue  
Vocational Training Center    
Wahpeton Parks & Recreation    
West Fargo Community High School 
West Fargo High School    
West Fargo Pack 228    
West Fargo Parks and Recreation    
WEX Health    
Xcel Energy    
YMCA of Cass and Clay Counties    
Luther & Julie Aadland    
Tom & Jane Ahlin    
Mark & Becky Akers    
Howard Anderson    
Noel Anderson    
Barb Anton    
Allan Ashworth    
Rhonda Aure    
Lynda & Bob Backman    
Karl & Denise Bakkum    
Kyle Bartram    
Burton & Patricia Belknap    
John Bennett   
Rick Berg    
Dan Bergerson    
Rick Bergseth    
MacDalton Berns    
Bill Berquam    
Mark Bittner    
Nicole Blair    
Mark Blonigen    
Chaz Bombenger    
Jane Borland    
Ann Braaten    
Tim & Kimberly Brasgalla    
Scott Brewer    
Lisa Brown    
John Brummer    
Gregory Bunce II    
Doug Burgum    



 

2018 Members, Partners, Sponsors, Contributors and Grantors  
Sheila Carlson    
Luke Champa    
Mark Chekola    
Brian Chisholm    
Todd & Candous Christensen    
Roger Clay    
Al Coen    
Ross Collins    
Cliff Cornelius    
Marjorie Corner    
Joe Courneya    
Anthony & Kayla Cross    
Bruce & Terri Dahl    
Ginger Deitz    
Josh Deitz    
Sam DeMarais    
Tom & Keri DeSutter    
Mike & Amanda Ehrsmann    
Brenda & Corey Elmer    
Karen & Neal Eriksmoen    
Jon & Phyllis Evert    
Dan Farnsworth    
Catherine Ferguson    
James & Jerilyn Forde    
Ken Foster    
Rachel Frankel    
Jolene Beckman & Fred Sternhagen 
Pamela Freeland    
Chuck & Sara Fritz    
Bruce & Lorraine Furness    
Vijay & Anu Gaba    
Justin Galbreath    
Jason & Sarah Gates    
Wayne Goeken    
Jacqueline Goodkin    
Brad & Cindy Gray    
Rennae & Ed Gruchalla    
Ardis Haaland    
Leslie Hagemeister    
Troy Hall    
Eric Halvorson    
Murill Halvorson    
Christina & Mike Hargiss    
Ella Hargiss    
Noah Hargiss    
Owen Hargiss    
Tim Harms    
Joel & Deb Haugen    
Fred Hector    
Holly Heitkamp    
Bobbi & Rick Henderson    
Mathew & Laura Hermanson    
Zach Herrmann    
Doris Hertsgaard    
Patricia Hinze    
Marty Hoag    
Christine Holland    
Glen & Carol Holland    
Matthew Huettl    
Mike Hulett    
Chas Hurd    

Ed Janzen    
Jerry Jernberg    
Ashley Knapper    
Tiffany Knott    
Leslie Koltes    
Mackenzie Korbel    
Katie Kramer    
Jim Krogh    
Angelique Kube    
Katherine & Dallas Laney    
David & Anne Larson    
Paige Larson    
Sharon Larson    
Mary Leff    
Bryan & Stephanie Leininger    
Forrest Leitch    
Jay & Becky Leitch    
Kim Lipetzky    
Paula Lovgren    
Gudrun S Lukat-Rodgers    
Michael Maddox    
Brandi Malarkey    
Hilary Ray & Malcolm McKenzie    
Michelle Marko    
Marissa Martel    
Mitchell & Dionna Martel    
Bert & Teresa McDonough    
Anthony McKeown    
Nancy McKinnon    
Jennifer McKinnon    
Bruce & Dede Meidinger    
Jim Miller    
Roger Minch    
Tom & Mary Moberg    
Kimberly Morris    
Courtney Neitzke    
Amanda Nelson    
Barry & Susan Nelson    
Kjersten Nelson & Ryan Nagle    
Mark & Emily Nerland    
Dave Nilles    
Karen & Jerry Nitzkorski    
Jack & Sherri Norland    
Codi Nowacki    
Ken Nygard    
Julie Olek 
James & Judy Olson    
Scott Olson    
Dianne & Larry Ornberg    
Lloyd Paulson    
Sherwood Peterson    
Merrill & Connie Piepkorn    
Ted & Lisa Preister    
Deb Pullen    
Sharon Puppe    
Connor Radebaugh    
Dave & Emily Radebaugh    
Arland  Rasmussen    
Andrew Renfrew    
Lou & Jerry Richardson    
Jesse Riley    

Tom & Ann Riley    
Trana & Gail Rogne    
Christine Roob    
Sandi Salisbury    
Lee  Schaleben    
Lisa Schwinden    
Larry Seljevold    
Ardis Severson    
Lynn Severson    
Kathy & Darin Sherva    
Barbara & Roger Sipson    
Mike & Kim Slette    
Lucas & Ashley Snyder    
Stephan & Judy Spellman    
Lorraine St. Michel    
Bob Stein    
John & Sherri Stern    
Jan Ulferts Stewart & James Stewart 
Karen Stoker    
Mary Struck    
Rocky & Mary Swanson    
Ken & Mary Tangen    
Kip & Kris Terry    
Scott & Leah Terry    
Karis Thompson & Matt Trefz    
Hank & Lynn Tkachuk    
Dr. Conrad Toni    
Andrew Ulven    
Mark & Betsy Vinz    
Dan Vogel    
Mark Voxland    
Annette Wallace    
Mark & Beth Walstead    
Keith Weston    
Clay Whittlesey   
Jill Wilkey    
Deborah Willard    
Delrae Williams    
Jane Williams    
Mike Williams    
Eileen & Rich Winning    
Jane Winston    
Lauri Winterfeldt    
Jade Witty    
Steve & Kim Zimmerman    
 
In Memory of David Givers:    
Sheri Anderson     
Steven Anderson    
Allan Ashworth    
Ann Burnett    
Glenda & Russel Fauske    
Larry & Debbie Holden    
Jay Leitch    
Robert Pieri    
Kim Reierson-Kelsh    
Sonay Romero    
Mary Struck    
Gary & Marg Toren    



1120 28th Ave. N., Ste. B 

  Fargo, ND 58102 

We have a new recurring membership option to 
make it easier to be a member! 

 
Join online at riverkeepers.org/membership/ 

 
Or mail this form with a check to:  

1120 28th Ave. N., Ste. B, Fargo, ND 58102 
 

Membership Levels (benefits can be found online): 

Junior River Keeper $5 ___    Student/Senior $20 ___   

Steward $30 ___   Advocate $60 (or $5/month) ___   

Builder $120 (or $10/month) ___                     

Sustainer $240+ (or $20/month) ___    

T-shirts, stickers and mini paddles with 
River Keepers old logo are on sale 
now.  Shop online at:  
 

riverkeepers.org/shop/ 

Legacy Endowment Fund  
Did you know there is a way you can 
make an even bigger, more lasting 
difference?  With significant tax 
savings, you can give more and give 
forever. Through the North Dakota 
Charitable Income Tax Credit, you can 
claim a credit of 40% on a minimum 
donation of $5,000 to a qualified 
endowment; River Keepers has such an 
endowment. If you’d like to learn more 
about the 40% tax credit and how you 
can turn this year’s giving into a 
forever gift, please contact  Christine 
Holland at 701.235.2895 or 
Christine@riverkeepers.org. 

Name: __________________________________ 

Business:  _______________________________ 

Address: ________________________________ 

________________________________________ 

Email: __________________________________ 

Phone: __________________________________ 

 Join us! Become a Member! 


