             The witness of the century

 The historical and natural museum of Bendery – the oldest in Transnistria – is 95. There are 60 000 exhibits in its store-room: the Red Army soldier’s greatcoat, the produce of the “Moldavcabel” plant, specimens of river sand and gravel, ancient amphoras…
 It only seems that there is peace in the museum, and nothing happens. 

                         The feat of arms was returned to the soldier

 One day the simple stone was brought to the Bendery historical and natural museum. The pupil of the 7th form Alexander Frolov found it in the heap of scrap metal in the schoolyard. The flat stone was tied with wire to the soldier old darkened mess-tin. The Battle Regulation of the Workers and Peasants Red Army and the aluminum mug appeared inside. It was scratched out on the stone, that the soldier of the Red Army Ilya Bardin did the feat of arms defending Bendery on the July 20, 1941. Then he was badly wounded. This letter on the stone was left by the group of soldiers of the Kishinev fighters’ regiment. 
 And researchers of museum carried out the real investigation. It was uneasy. As a matter of fact, 1941 - is an “unknown year”. It is learnt worse of all in the history of the Great Patriotic War. 

“That time people almost didn’t take care of documents, - the museum researcher Vladimir Perstnev said. – It was no time to reward the livings, to bury the dead. But there was the special situation in Bendery. The town archives were brought out the stepping back Romanians. So the official Bendery chronicle begins from 1944”. 
 But the information about the soldier was searched obstinately. And it has been found! Ilya Bardin with a machine-gun “maxim” protected the stepping back of the Red Army’s units. Ilya bore a real duel with German attack planes. Bardin was badly contused and delivered to hospital unconsciously. 

 The hero Ilya Bardin appeared to be alive! He sent the letter with gratitude to Bendery from Orenburg. Ilya was seeking himself for many years. The tracks were neither in archives, nor in different museums… But the researchers of the Bendery museum returned the feat of arms to the soldier.
                          The baron was the first
 This museum was created as a natural one 95 years ago. It’s founder was baron Sturua, the member of the town duma. He was also a chief of the committee of vine-growing and wine-making. The first museum collections were devoted to grapes and to the native nature in the whole. 
 The opening of the museum took place in 1914. Newspapers wrote about it with great rapture. The former building of the town duma was transformed into the house of natural science.
                             The fellowship of museums

 Many things have happened in almost a century. Now the museum has another address. There are many new expositions in its halls. One of them is devoted to the Red River of the North (the Northern Dakota, the USA).  It is the Dniester’s sworn brother. They were connected with “The River Ribbon” – the relay-race of kind deeds for the blessing of the native river. The Transnistrian ecological NGOs sent “The River Ribbon” to the American colleges.  
 The Dniester and the Red River have many common things. First of all, both are the transboundary watercourses. And there is an exposition about the Dniester in Vapeton (The Northern Dakota).

 The American association of museums (Washington, district Columbia) supported the museums financially. So now the colleges have an opportunity to broaden their expositions and to buy new equipment. 
 The boundary often went on the Dniester. But now its mission is to unite people.

                                                  Natalia Barbier.

