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Woodie Shop, South Dam, River Keepers' Board members
Progress continues to made at the Living Lab, located at 5508 South University
Drive, Fargo. This site is owned by the City of Fargo and leased to River
Keepers. It will become a site for demonstrating riparian restoration and other
activities. An old small sheep barn on the site was recently cleaned and repaired
by Brett Cardon as part of the requirements for his Eagle Scout award. The
“Woodie Shop” will serve as a workshop and storage facility for our Cavity
Replacement Program which seeks to install wood duck nesting boxes
throughout the metropolitan riverfront. Brett is seen in the attached photo at our
“ribbon cutting” ceremony.

The rock slope retrofitting at the Fargo's South Dam on the Red River was
completed early last week.  An additional portion of this project, to be complete
next spring, includes building a portage trail and canoe ramp, and relocating an
existing emergency boat ramp.  The intent of the project was to increase safety
by eliminating the hydraulic roller effect below the dam, facilitate fish migration,
create habitat for fish and other aquatic organisms, and improve downstream
water quality on the Red River.  It involved placing rock fill and boulders to
simulate natural rapids.  Fish can now swim over the rapids and have access to
a larger segment of the river, allowing movement from Drayton, ND to Hickson,
ND.  This is critical during spawning season, since prime spawning habitats exist
in the upstream reaches of the Red.  When the remaining ramps and portage
are completed, the project will provide much safer recreational opportunities for
canoeists on the river.  The project cost is $870,000 and took two months to
build.  Funding was provided by federal, state and local agencies.  Rising Sun
Construction, Inc. of Fargo was the contractor. Additional information can be
obtained by contacting Bob at River Keepers.

In April 2004, River Keepers will hold its annual meeting. At the meeting new
board members will be elected. Names of potential board members are now
being accepted. Please forward names to River Keepers.  Potential candidates
will be interviewed by River Keepers' Nominating Committee before their names
are placed on the ballet.

If you would like to be taken off this e-new list or have comments please respond
to this e-mail.

 
River Keepers
325 7th St. S.
Fargo, ND 58103
701-235-2895




