KEEPERS

Goal: The Living Lab will demonstrate a vari-
ety of riparian restoration techniques, explore
various restoration techniques, serve as an out-
door lab for students of all ages, exhibit wild-
life habitat improvements and more.

History: The Living Lab is developed on riv-
erfront property owned by the City of Fargo
and leased to River Keepers. Prior to the City
of Fargo’s purchase of the property, Art Jensen
owned and occupied the property. Although
Art was a mail route carrier, the property was
maintained as a hobby farm. Sheep were util-
ized to keep the grass controlled in the river-
front area where trees were removed.

There were numerous specimen trees and
shrubs planted on the site. The site most nota-
bly had an extensive iris collection and North
Dakota’s largest Hop tree. The iris collection is
currently being moved to North Dakota State
University. Art’s interest in horticulture is also
noted with the greenhouse attached to the south
side of the house.

Description: The land is on 1500 feet of river-
front and suffers from slumping and erosion
resulting from the removal of trees and sheep
grazing. There are three structures on the site
- a house, a garage, and a small shed.

Living Lab

5508 South University Drive

Fargo, North Dakota

It will be a showcase for a wide variety of ripar-
ian restoration techniques. Various techniques
will be utilized and evaluated for effectiveness,
cost and installation technique. While other riv-
erfront demonstration sites exist there are not
any that we are aware of, that will display as
many techniques of various complexities and
types.

A professional landscape architect with input
from the advisory committee has developed a
master plan for the site. It will guide future de-
velopment.

Objectives:
+ Too often individuals, particularly those in

urban settings, are unaware of the importance
of the riparian buffer and it’s importance to
the Red River and their communities adjacent
to the river. The Living Lab will be an oppor-
tunity for visitors to observe and learn about
the importance of and installation of riparian
buffers. There will be numerous test and dem-
onstration plots that will have interpretive
signage. The visitor will be able to observe
and monitor various restoration techniques
that will be implemented in phases.
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Obijectives continued:

« The Living Lab will be an opportunity for aca-
demic research and professionals in the restora-
tion field to test methods of implementation
first through small scale plots then with large
‘restoration strips’. Each of the plot areas will
be isolated for ease of installation, maintenance
and identification. Facilities will be on-site for
storage of equipment and supplies. There is
also the proposed re-use and expansion of the
greenhouse for the establishment of seedlings
for use on-site.

+ The project will encourage science classes to
utilize the site as an outdoor laboratory with the
focus of better understanding the biology, ecol-
ogy and geology of the Red River. Active par-
ticipation within the site would be greatly en-
couraged.

= With the restoration of diverse riparian plant
communities, wildlife habitat will improve.
Wildlife that would be expected to benefit the
most would be songbirds, insects and fish.

Funding: Current funding is coming from a vari-
ety of sources including agency and government
in-kind, several small grants, and private dona-
tions. Some funders include the Cass Soil Con-
servation District, and Mid-America Steel
through an agreement with the Environmental
Protection Agency.

A multiyear development budget for the effort is
projected to be in excess of $700,000.

In addition to money, labor is provided through
youth groups, corporate work days, Eagle Scout
candidates, River Keepers staff and interns, and
AmeriCorps members.

Donations of equipment have helped to conserve
funds.
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