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July 20, 2009

Re: the opening of the Otter Tail River as an official State of Minnesota Water Trail for boating and canoeing
Greetings from the other side of the world on this important occasion of the official opening of the Otter Tail River as an official State of Minnesota “Water Trail” .
Its been my pleasure to work with River Keepers and other groups in the United States.  As part of the River Keepers project Water: Using the Common Tie that Binds”  I and some of my associates will be traveling to the Red River Basin next spring. Many of our project activities will take place in Breckenridge, Minnesota and Wahpeton North Dakota so I will have an opportunity to see the point where the Otter Tail River joins with the Bois de Sioux River  to form the Red River of the North. If our schedule allows I would like to also visit Frazee. 
We are aware that all water on earth is interconnected and eventually intermixed. Some of the water in the Otter Tail River was once and will again be a part of the Dniester River , the river I work with in Eastern Europe, so I feel a kinship with you all there today.
My special greetings to the mayor of Frazee, Mayor Hank Ludtke on his hosting the event and the persistence he and many others used to ensure that the Otter Tail River received this designation.
The otters from the Dniester River also send their greetings to otters of the Otter Tail River!

On behalf of 56 NGOs-members of Eco-TIRAS from Moldova and Ukraine,

Yours,
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Ilya Trombitsky

Executive Director
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