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NGOs Discover America
 American, Moldavian and Transnistrian ecologists decided to become related their rivers.

We Are Our Own Christophers Columbuses
 Everybody discovers America for himself all over again. It happened with NGOs of Moldova and Transnistria. They went on a journey to the states of North Dakota and Minnesota. But before crossing the Atlantic Ocean the travelers took some water samples of the Dniester river and its tributaries. What for? It would be the main target of the trip. But we will tell about it later. 
Firstly our travelers got about the states of North Dakota and Minnesota and made acquaintances with nature, history, culture and, of course, people. The Red River of the North was their clue. 
                                  Touching to Nature and History
Our ecologists met the Dniester in … Wahpeton. There is the diorama of the Dniester basin in the Rodger Ehnstrom Nature Center of where the Red River “flows” near.
A year ago this museum made friends with the Nature and History Museum of Bendery. It happened thanks to the River Keepers of the Red River of the North from Fargo, the International Association of the River Keepers “Eco-TIRAS” from Moldova and the Leo Berg Educational Foundation from Bendery. The American Association of Museums financially supported this collaboration. 

So the colleagues received an opportunity to broaden their expositions and to have modern equipment.
The methods of museum work in America are different compared to ours. We are accustomed to the silence and inscriptions “Please, do not touch” everywhere in a museum.
Beyond the ocean everything is vice versa. You may touch every object of your curiosity, belonging to ancient times or modern nature. The Science Museum of Minnesota is the favorite place of local children. Whole families stay here from morning till night. Above all there is a nice café there. Its menu is the dream of every teenager. 
We couldn’t tell “quiet like at the museum” there. Educational life flows under its roof. Children made acquaintance with pre-historical monsters, listen to birds’ voices, watch for tiny insects under a microscope, run up and down “singing staircase”, guess riddles of nature, learn the whole mountain of mineral…
Volunteers of NGOs guide children studying. They show and explain how people, animals and plants live together in the basins of the Red River and the Mississippi.
By the way information about the Red River is in Bendery too. There is the exposition devoted to the watercourse from North Dakota in the town museum. The American trip gave its research workers good ideas for future.  “We’ll prepare new exposition about our travelling” the director of museum Irina Smirnova said. – “And of course we’ll use methods from American museum practice.”
We Are of Common Water

Moldova and Transnistria have become related with North Dakota thanks to their rivers.  Water of the Red River and the Dniester were gathered and mixed in a huge bowl. The real celebration of the sister rivers took place in Fargo. The River Keepers of North Dakota and the International Association “Eco-TIRAS” signed the Declaration of collaboration.
Indeed the Red River and the Dniester are alike. Both are transboundary. The Red River flows from the USA to Canada. Moldova, Transnistria and Ukraine drink water from the Dniester. Such international watercources require a special approach: international management. While different departments of Moldova are responsible of the river even in one state. But they can’t agree on the common approach. As the matter of fact that such agreement should be signed up on another level. Moldova, Transnistria and the Ukraine must decide how to manage the common river together. There is a good experience of the international collaboration in one water basin in America. The Red River is such a successful example.  Both, the Red River and the Dniester, are known for their stormy floods. Formerly North Dakota suffered from damage. But the Americans drew conclusion from the lessons given by element. 
Water Requires Space
The farmer earns $400,000 a year for not working in his field. Non-sense? Not at all. Emergency necessity. Our ecologists were told about it by Bruce, the chief of the state agency in Minnesota. This organization is responsible for restoring wetlands. 
Stop-stop. What are wetlands? We call them water-meadows. Many years ago people of the whole world took thousands kilometers from the water. Some of them were ploughed, others were occupied by houses. But now floods prompt: it was a mistake. 
Scientists consider the drainage territories to work not so effective during inundations. On the contrary, water-meadows divert unnecessary water very well.

Bruce said the American government buys lands along rivers, including the Red River. Or farmers get money because they don’t till and seed their ground. They allow water to flow free during floods. 
And what about us? The Dniester stormed in 2008. The Dubossary region was one of the most suffered in Transnistria. But in that time the interesting fact had been known. More than 25 years ago, after another ruined inundation, inhabitants of this region were offered to move to new places from potential flooded area. The state gave finance for it. People took money, but new houses weren’t bought. Their old ones were destroyed in 2008. 
And now dams are reinforced. It requires a great finance. But the effect may be far from desired one. While Transnistria and Moldova hide behind dams, America becomes free from them. 

To be perfectly frank, our scientists and NGOs are for “American approach” in the flood fighting.  In year 2000 Water Convention of Helsinki suggested recommendation about sustainable prevention of negative consequences of floods, - the executive director of “Eco-TIRAS” Ilya Trombitsky said. – This document says that though floods are the integral part of nature, their consequences must be diminished and prevented in everyday activity. Breach of planning and utilization of territories must not be allowed, because it reduces the accumulative capacity of ecosystems. It means preservation and restoration of woods, restoration of water-marsh lands and exclusion unwise withdrawal of water-meadows lands. Soil loses the capacity to absorb water because of irrational utilization. I am sorry to say that the restoration of river-beds isn’t popular in our parts yet.
Trout were returned into the tributary of the Red River. Soon the other stream will be restored. Formerly people straighten its banks and got the canal with dead water instead of a live ecosystem. Now it is given a chance.
 We have a chance too. 

“Now we can work together,” the River Keeper of Red River Bob Backman said.

Once upon a time a transboundary went on the Dniester. Now the river unites people. 

                                                        Natalia Barbier.

