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Congratulate on the Happy Dniester Day!

These celebrations appeared in the NGO’s calendar not long ago, but soon became national-wide. It was marked for the third time in the village Chobruchi of the Slobodzeya district.
 Lenutsa Caraion from the village Olaneshty (the Caushany district) and Daniil Negrusha from Tiraspol didn’t make the acquaintance yet ten days ago. But in the festival they sang and played guitas together. Lenutsa composed this song. Daniil liked it very much. He learnt the words for one evening, though he didn’t speak the Moldavian language before. 
 The Moldavian hora (the national dance) also was performed by common efforts. Teenagers from Dnestrovsk (the left bank of the Dniester) danced, Olga from Kishinev (the right bank) sang. 
 Participants of the summer school from the both Dniester banks helped to celebrate the Dniester Day.
                                     Rest and learn?
“It’s time to go to school!” – this call sounded...among summer. But it delighted children of Moldova and Transnistria. 
 And now these lovely days left behind: recently graduates of the summer school “Dniester-2010” received their diplomas. Rewarding have taken  place  thanks to the International Association of the River Keepers “Eco-TIRAS” and the financial support of funds WECF and NED, program MATRA (the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Netherlands) and mission OCSE in Moldova.
 Everybody of children was given a special blue sports shirt with autografs of all new friends. 
 Now they mix with each other through Internet and recollect every detail from the first meeting in Saharna till the Dniester festival in Chobruchi. 
                         The meeting will be after the parting

 This camp isn’t for youth who desire only to swim and to bake in the sun. Future participants – schoolchildren and students – had to pass examination to enter school by the river. Somebody wrote the interesting report about his town fauna, another one with company of comrades cleaned a river-bed of a village brook...
 It was hightime for this brilliant idea: to gather boys and girls of two banks of the Dniester by the river-side under the open sky for teaching them to solve river problems in common way.  “Eco-TIRAS” decided to test it in reality. This International Association has great experience of transboundary colaboration. It unites ecological NGOs of Moldova, Transnistria and Ukraine. The first trial of strength was successful in 2007. The following summer schools “Dniester-2008” and “Dniester-2009” made further progress. 
 And youth of the two river banks gathered in one camp for the fourth time. It was in the village Saharna.
                                    Doubts and waitings

 To be perfectly frank, success of enterprise couldn’t help making doubt. The beginners were afraid: wasn’t it a real school? They couldn’t bear lessons any more. It was on the one hand. On the other hand, an usual camp also seemed boring.
 But soon all troubles disappeared. After ten days new friends said “good bye” with tears.
 The summer school appeared to be a quite new thing.  Laboratories of zoology, botany, hydrobiology, hydrochemistry, history worked just in a field, a forest, by water... Teachers - professors Elena Zubkova, Leonid Mosionjnik, Tatiana Sineaeva – hardly had time to answer questions.
 Pupils of the summer school investigated causes of ecological disaster on the Dniester bank.
 Will this information to work? Who knows. But graduaters of last years didn’t disappear out of sight. They continue to associate with “Eco-TIRAS” and each other: discuss joint ecological projects, created ecological youth site. As a result the youth branch of “Eco-TIRAS” was born. Its participants even spoke at the International Dniester conference with reports about problems of our common river.  By the way representatives of power and bisness of Moldova, Transnistria and Ukraine were among guests there.
 Pupils of the Dniester summer schools have own point of view of the ecology.
House where we live

 As a rule ecology is studied together with biology at school. Don’t  this  right? They are two separated sciences. Ecology talks about the house where all we live. This term is translated in this way. It was thought by well-known German biologist Ernst Gekkel ib the XIXth century. 
 -The problem of ecological education is especially actual today: human beings are on the edge of ecological crisis, - Anna Cherevatova, Dmitrii Sirku and Olga Golski from Strasheny consider. – It would be good to  pay a great attention to ecological education from a school till an university and further. Knowledge should turn into persuasion.
 And they are ready to work themselves to reach this situation. By the way the pupils of summer schools participated in celebration of each the Dniester Day.
Alternative holiday
 This red-letter date has its own complicated history. Moldavian and Transnistrian NGOs offered to celebrate the Dniester Day every year. When exactly? In the middle of July.
  But the parlament of Moldova agreed with the citizen community only by halves. The deputes decided to mark the Dniester Day on the last Sunday of May.  This date left much to be desired: most people were busy. The youth prepered for exams, adult – for agricultural work. Above all the cold  and dirty Dniester water didn’t allow to have a good rest. So the Oder, the Danube, the Dnieper celebrate their Days in summer.
 And NGOs showed the right example. The success of the Dniester Days corroborated their rightness. Sings and music sounded for few hours...
The singing district
 The Dniester anthem was  created in Chobruchi three years ago. Then the river birthday was marked just on the village beach. About thousand people gathered there. The premiere of the song “Live, my river” was met with rapture.
 - It’s the result of the work of the whole collective. The former chief of the Choruchi administration Leonid Perjan wrote music, the director of the village school №2 Alexander Vasilakii – the words, Valerii Vasilakii did the arrangement, - the director of the Chobruchi Palace of culture and the manage of the Dniester festival Nikolai Galeluk explained. – Now the Dniester festival is waited with great impatience because it is the common holiday.
 Many people wanted to congratulate the river. They sang and danced. And spectators acclaimed their local celebrities. Lubov Konstantinova had the difficult destiny. She came from the singing family. Even her grandparents were in the church choir. Luba sang since her childhood. But some years ago she fell ill. The woman lost her voice and was paralysed. She was appeared to be a strong-willed person: began...to sing and got up from the bed. 
 - The Dniester festival is a great opportunity to increase situation at the river, - she said. – I believe that the Dniester will recover like an ill person. It has so many friends.

 Among them the folk group “The Cossack Hearts” from Slobodzeya. There are Cossacr, Russian and Ukrain sings in its repertoire. And the folk group “Dragaika” performed Moldavian sings.
                                We are friends through our river basins
 Guests went even from the other continent to congratulate the Dniester. Five American citizens visited the summer school and the Dniester festival.  They brought best regards from the river-sister.
 The Mixing Water ceremony took place on the 8th of May this year in Fargo: water from the Dniester River Watershed and from the Red River of the North Watershed was mixed together to celebrate signing the Sister Rivers Proclamation.

Our newspaper has already told about this important event. So the friendship of two river basins began.

 The River Keepers of the Red River of the North liked the Dniester festival very much. A song and a river are resembling. Both have no boundaries.

Natalia Barbier, journalist
