 “Novaya gazeta” (the independent newspaper of Transnistria) on the 16th and the 23rd of June, as well as Bulletin for NGOs of Transnistria and Moldova № 03 2010|2011 (www.berg.bendery.md)                                  
                                    Our American travelling
  Moldavian and Transnistrian ennironmental NGOs were invited by their American colleagues to visit the New World. Another purpose of this trip was friendship between the Nature Center of Rodger Ehnstrom (Wahpeton) and the Nature and History Museum of Bendery.  It happened thanks to the River Keepers of the Red River of the North from Fargo, the International Association of the River Keepers “Eco-TIRAS” from Moldova and the Leo Berg Educational Foundation from Bendery. The American Association of Museums financially supported this collaboration. 

We got about the states of North Dakota and Minnesota and made acquaintances with nature, history, culture and, of course, people. 
Chiefly, we decided to become related through our rivers. Though they flow on the different continents, waters of these two waterways have mixed. So European and North-American transboundary rivers are now sisters.

                            Where grass is green and long

The grass is always greener on the other side of the fence, the proverb says. But North America indeed deeply impressed us its luxurious vegetation and fair people.
We stayed in Wahpeton (North Dakota). To our opinion it is the small town with population of 8 thousand. Compare: our home cities Chishinau and Bendery have 700 thousand and 80 thousand. But the quantity doesn’t mean the quality. Wahpeton looked like the place for the good life: coziness and peace. Houses stood among green lawns. No fences, unlocked doors … The Americans were friendly and hospitable. 

On the contrary our dwellings in Moldova and Transnistria look like fortresses. They are surrounded by high walls, with bars on the windows and evil dogs in the yards. Psychologists consider this situation to mean the great degree anxiety of society. 

Guests from Moldova and Transnistria were lodged in the families of the Wahpeton inhabitants. My colleague and I made acquaintance with Jim and Donelyn Oliver. They are of German and Scandinavian origin. Their ancestors came to America in the middle of the 19th century. And their house is very spacious. Olivers’ friends and their collections have enough room there. Jim adores wolf portraits and old things – posters, chests … The wall of drawing-room is ornamented by the wooden horse as big as a pony. But we’ll talk about it later. 

The Americans value family and home hearth best of all. Jim is skillful in different fields. Such a man is called the “master with gold hands” in Russian. He let us in on his plans. He had warred from water lands around his house: built canals and drained the ground. So Jim’s family got a place for leisure. 

“The summer house will be there,” Jim said.  “And here we’ll picnic here.”
 Our host and hostess appeared to be the zealous parishioners of the Lutheran church. Jim sings in the choir, Donelyn plays the organ.   Their Catholic neighbors also are busy of their parish affairs.

Every inhabitant worked for well-being of his home town with great pleasure. Thanks to enthusiasm they restored Prairie Rose Carousel.

                         To have ridden the car of time

There is own car of time in Wahpeton. Every person can ride to the childhood of his grandparents. 

The famous Prairie Rose Carousel was created in 1926. Then it was lost. It was found in Minnesota. The carousel was almost ruined. But citizens of Wahpeton returned the Carousel home. Some of them bought twenty horses, and each of them was given his own name to honor new masters or their children and parents. Others repaired Prairie Rose Carousel. It was a difficult task. Hooves, eyes, tails, manes were restored or made over again. Who did it? Lonnie Halverson, Dolores Berg, Jim Oliver… Every stage of reconstruction represented in the museum. It is situated just here, in the pavilion with the Carousel. In memory of these days the wooden horse lives in Jim’s house.  Again the Carousel goes round in time of old music. And you can ride the horse to the past.

                              Foster-son from the Animal House

Firstly we saw him during the rain. A white tiger didn’t want to hide from the shower. The hero of this year (according with the East calendar) adored to be in the company. He was accustomed to have his picture taken.  The tiger lives in Chahinkapa Zoo. Occupants look gay, fed up and well-groomed. Otters, bison, pumas, snow leopards, yaks … It is impossible to name every animal. 

“We have to give shelter suffered animals too,” - the director of Chahinkapa Zoo, Kathy Diekman, said. “In spite of a ban, hunting for white-headed eagles, the symbol of America, continues. Wounded birds are brought to our Zoo.”
Kathy shares her attention among Zoo charges equally. But she can’t exclude unforeseen circumstances. That tragedy happened in the family of spiderlike monkeys in 2005. The mother refused to feed her new-born son. So Niko appeared in Kathy’s house, and she became the second mother for him. Kathy took care of Niko day by day and night by night. Now her foster-son is adult and strong, lives with his relatives. But Niko considers having right for the special attitude to the director of the Zoo.

I am sorry to say that Zoos in our parts leave much to be desired. Animals suffer of hungry, cold, lacking of place and especially visitors. Grown-ups and children are ignorant of ecology.
                     They learn to love nature

We were surprised to know that the Chahinkapa Zoo is both the Animal House and the center of ecological education. Children learn to love nature there. Ecological education is only discussed in our parts, and it has already been existed in America. The River Keepers take part in this process.  Every age has its own program, even the most little ones. The River Keepers published special books for infants. On the whole NGOs and school teachers work together. 

We are able to sum any results. Beavers were on the edge of the annihilation, but now they again live free. Bison were almost exterminated. They came back. There are bison farms in North Dakota. 

The Americans understand: nature mustn’t be only taken. Even fish is caught here unusually for our people. In Moldova and Transnistria fishermen merely come on the river bank armed with rods and nets but without any license. Most of them don’t pay attention to bans of fishing inspectors. So we have little fish in the Dniester.
                          Touching to nature and history

Our ecologists met the Dniester in … Wahpeton. There is the diorama of the Dniester basin in the Rodger Ehnstrom Nature Center. And the Red River “flows” near.

A year ago this museum made friends with the Nature and History Museum of Bendery. It happened thanks to the River Keepers of the Red River of the North from Fargo, the International Association of the River Keepers “Eco-TIRAS” from Moldova and the Leo Berg Educational Foundation from Bendery. The American Association of Museums financially supported this collaboration.   

So the colleagues received an opportunity to broaden their expositions and to have modern equipment. The methods of museum work in America are differing compared to ours. We are accustomed to the silence and inscriptions “Please, do not touch” everywhere in a museum.  
Beyond the ocean everything is vice versa. You may touch every object of your curiosity, belonging to ancient times or modern nature. The Museum of Science in Minnesota is the favorite place of local children. Whole families stay here from morning till night. Above all there is a nice café there. Its menu is the dream of every teenager. 

We couldn’t tell “quiet like at the museum” there. Educational life flows under its roof. Children made acquaintance with pre-historical monsters, listen to birds’ voices, watch for tiny insects under a microscope, run up and down “singing staircase”, guess riddles of nature, learn the whole mountain of minerals…

Volunteers of NGOs guide children studying. They show and explain how people, animals and plants live together in the basins of the Red River and the Mississippi.

By the way information about the Red River is in Bendery too. There is the exposition devoted to the watercourse from North Dakota in the town museum. The American trip took its research workers good ideas for future.

“We’ll prepare new exposition about our travelling,” the director of museum Irina Smirnova said. “And of course we’ll use methods from American museum practice.”
                                           The river patrol

Scene of action: town Barnesville of the state of Minnesota. Students under the guidance of their teacher are monitoring the quality of water. This project acts since 2002 and Is supported by the International Water Institute. 

In practice it looks this way. Students and their teacher come to the bank of the Buffalo (the tributary of the Red River) and take samples of water. The results may be seen on the Internet. Every resident of these parts can know biological, chemical and other information about the river.

Vice versa in Moldova and Transnistria information about air, water, soil is almost under secret. You can get it for paying. Why? Who knows? But very often clerks consider the ecological information to be their goods and sell it. 

                                             Living Lab

What is the Living Lab? It is a classroom under the open sky. Students of all ages learn on the bank of the Red River. The Living Lab is operated by the River Keepers.

“This territory is suffering from slumping, erosion, tree loss, invasive plant species, and a lack of wildlife,” the River Keeper Bob Backman said. Throughout the Lab, you can find large interpretive signs that give information about landmarks, land-use history, plants and animals in the area, and various other topics. Many agencies, local units of government, volunteers, and organizations are working with River Keepers to further develop the Living Lab.  The Red River is the obligatory subject for studying. And sometimes it invaded into the outdoor classroom. So during our visit soil was wet after the last flood. 

Water requires space

The farmer earns $400,000 dollars a year for … he doesn’t work in his field. Non-sense? Not at all. Emergency necessity. Our ecologists were told about it by Bruce, the chief of the state agency in Minnesota. This organization is responsible for restoring wetlands. 

Stop-stop. What are wetlands? We call them water-meadows. Many years ago people of the whole world took thousands kilometers from the water. Some of them were ploughed, others were occupied by houses. But now floods prompt: it was a mistake. 

Scientists consider the drainage territories to work not so effective during inundations. On the contrary, water-meadows divert unnecessary water very well.

Bruce said the American government buys lands along rivers, including the Red River. Or farmers get money because they don’t till and seed their ground. They allow water to flow free during floods. 

And what about us? The Dniester stormed in 2008. The Dubossary region was one of the most suffered in Transnistria. But in that time the interesting fact had been known. More than 25 years ago, after another ruined inundation, inhabitants of this region were offered to remove to new places from potential flooded area. The state gave finance for it. People took money, but new houses weren’t bought. Their old ones were destroyed in 2008. 

And now dams are reinforced. It requires a great finance. But the effect may be far from desired one.  While Transnistria and Moldova hide behind dams, America becomes free from them.  To be perfectly frank, our scientists and NGOs are for “American approach” in the flood fighting.

“In year 2000 Water Convention of Helsinki suggested recommendation about sustainable prevention of negative consequences of floods,” the executive director of “Eco-TIRAS”, Ilya Trombitsky, said. This document says that though floods are the integral part of nature, their consequences must be diminished and prevented in everyday activity. Breach of planning and utilization of territories must not be allowed, because it reduces the accumulative capacity of ecosystems. It means preservation and restoration of woods, restoration of water-marsh lands and exclusion unwise withdrawal of water-meadows lands. Soil loses the capacity to absorb water because of irrational utilization. I am sorry to say that the restoration of river-beds isn’t popular in our parts yet.
Water Ceremony
The Mixing of the Water Ceremony took place in Fargo on the 8th of May. And the Sister Rivers Proclamation was signed up. The water of the Red River of the North Watershed and the Dniester River Watershed was mixed in the huge bowl and divided among all guests. Everybody has given a bottle of water of new quality. So our rivers became related. 

“We can share our experiences with each other and realize common projects,” Bob Backman said.  

Success marked near water.

Guests and hosts forwarded to navigation “Canoes of our dreams” along the Red River (this project is managing by Christine Laney). These little boats were made by Native Americans.  But firstly everybody wrote about his cherished desires on forms. And the fleet of canoes with cargo of happy wishes sailed to Canada. These toys demonstrate the very important thing: all water in the world is connected. The American colleagues have already seen off such vessels. Christine Laney told that news about them was given even from the open ocean.

Indeed the Red River and the Dniester are alike. Both are transboundary. The Red River flows from the USA to Canada. Moldova, Transnistria and Ukraine drink water from the Dniester. Such international watercources require a special approach: international management. While different departments of Moldova are responsible of the river even in one state. But they can’t agree on the common approach. As the matter of fact that such agreement should be signed up on another level. Moldova, Transnistria and the Ukraine must decide how to manage the common river together. There is a good experience of the international collaboration in one water basin in America. The Red River is such a successful example.

Both, the Red River and the Dniester, are known for their stormy floods. Formerly.  North Dakota suffered from damage. 

So Keepers of both Rivers are ready to work together. All water of the world is common and doesn’t know boundaries.
                                                 Natalia Barbier, Bendery.

