Elsie Welter was a well known Fargo-Moorhead area birder that passed away several years ago. As part of her passion for birds she recorded information about migration dates. She recorded the first date in spring a bird species was observed and the last date of the year it was observed.  
Many birders in FM use the riverfront and the Living Lab site for their hobby. This information is provided for their use by River Keepers. We also hope that by placing this information on the web it will be preserved for future use and research.

Elsie’s original material was retyped using the same abbreviations she used.  
BIRD MIGRATION - ARRIVAL AND DEPARTURE

FEBRUARY 


Spring

Fall




Horned Lark


2/1

11/26

MARCH

Meadowlark


3/1

11/28

Tree Sparrow


3/1-5/21
9/19-11/18
American Kentrel

3/1

10/21
Lapland Longspur

3/2-5/21
9/18-12/1
Killdeer


3/2

11/18
Robin



3/5

11/30
Mourning Dove

3/6

11/25
Drk. Eyed Junco

3/8-5/31
8/28-11/28
Red Winged Blackbird
3/8

11/27
Common grackle

3/10

12/13
Canada Goose


3/11-5/23
9/18-11/24
Rusty Blkbird


3/12-5/13
10/4-11/30
Eastern Bluebird

3/18

11/23
Common Flicker

3/19

12/3
Brown-headed Cowbird
3/21

10/4
Fox Sparrow


3/22-5/18
9/14-11/13
Brewer’s Blackbird

3/23

11/28
Song Sparrow


3/24

11/28
Loggerhead Shrike

3/27

10/5
Rudy-crowned Kinglet
3/27-5/28
9/1-11/20
Gold-crowned Kinglet
3/29-5/15
9/1-12/31
Eastern Phoebe

3/30

10/18
Hermit Thrush


3/30-5/21
9/16-11/19
Lincoln’s Sparrow

3/30-5/30
8/29-10/31
Yellow Hd. Blackbird

3/30

11/6
Brown Thrasher

3/30

11/17
Rufeus-sided Towhee

3/30-5/24
9/3-11/11
Purple Finch


3/18-5/29
7/23-
Red—hd. Woodpecker
3/20

9/30
APRIL
Belted Kingfisher

4/1

10/27
Yellow-br. Sapsucker

4/5

11/30
Wht.throated Sparrow

4/5-6/3

9/1-11/30
Chipping Sparrow

4/6

11/8
Vesper Sparrow

4/6

11/7


Common Snipe

4/8-5/25
7/11-11/17
Yellow-rumped Warbler
4/9-6/3

8/11-11/28
Purple Martin


4/10

10/3
Northern Waterthrush

4/2-5/31
8/6-10/1
Wht-crowned Sparrow
4/6-5/29
9/5-11/3
Greater Yellowlegs

4/10-6/29
9/5-11/3
Sora



4/10

10/18
Harris’ Sparrow

4/11-6/3
9/1-11/30
Savannah Sparrow

4/12

11/5
Swainson’s Thrush

4/14-6/9
8/22-11/10
Tennessee Warbler

4/15-6/11
8/9-10/14
American Bittern

4/16

10/24
Tree Swallow


4/17

9/20
Least Flycatcher

4/17

10/8

Dickcissel


4/20

9/29
Orange-cr. Warblar

4/22-6/5
8/1811/4

Gray chk. Thrush

4/23-6/12
8/2411/3
Barn Swallow

4/23

10/20

Eastern Kingbird

4/23

9/17
Lark Sparrow


4/24

7/30
Palm Warbler


4/25-6/1
8/28-10/31
Solitary Vireo


4/26-6/1
8/9-10/25
Swamp Sparrow

4/26-5/21
8/29-11/10
B & Wht.Warbler

4/28-6/5
8/13—10/19
Gray Catbird


4/29

11/2
Yellow Warbler

4/29

10/16
House Wren


4/25

10/23
Veery



4/30-6/8
8/8-9/14
Clay-col. Sparrow

4/29

11/4
B-thr.Gr.Warbler

4/30-6/6
8/23-10/8
MAY

Northern Oriole

5/2

10/5

Ovenbird


5/1-6/7

8/23-10/7
Western Kingbird

5/2

9/16
Rose-br. Grosbeak

5/2

10/20
Com. Yellowthroat

5/2

10/31
Chimney Swift

5/3

9/24
Nash Warbler


5/3-6/7

8/16-10/27
Magnolia Warbler

5/3-6/5

8/28-10/12
Am. Redstart


5/3-6/8

8/3-11/1
Bobolink


5/4

10/15
Blackpoll Warbler

5/4-6/7

8/29-10/23
Wilson’s Warbler

5/5-6/3

8/12-10/26
Yell-throated Vireo

5/6

10/15
Red-eyed Vireo

5/6

10/6
Am. Goldfinch

5/8

11/30
Warbling Vireo

5/8

9/30
Cape May Warbler

5/8-5/30
9/9-10/18
Bay-br. Warbler

5/9-6/3

8/14-9/28
Ruby-thr. Humming

5/9

10/2
Indigo Bunting

5/10

11/1
Common Nighthawk

5/2

10/20
Gr-cr. F1ycatchter

5/8

10/12

E. Wood Pewee

5/11

10/12
Blk-Billed Cuckoo

5/12

9/22
Alder Flycatcher

5/12-6/13
8/15-9/4
Connecticut Warbler
5/12-6/12
8/22-9/18
Canada Warbler

5/18-6/3
8/18-9/16
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Retyped by River Keepers on April 22, 2010 from a copy of Elsie’s original document. The copy was made by Critters Feed and Seed located in Moorhead MN in about 1997.

