
Different peoples have celebrated and continue to celebrate holidays on water in the middle of summer. For example, in ancient Rome on the 23rd of July they celebrated a holiday in honor of the god Neptune, hoping in that way to saves the crops from drought. The [Russian] Orthodox holiday Ivan Kupala (Midsummer’s Day) is celebrated the 7th of July with water and purification.

On July 12th in the village of Chobruchi’s House of Culture there was a holiday devoted to the the river Dniester, the aqueous artery of Transdniestria. On that day the House of Culture and the Rodin Memorial Park of Garden Art gathered many guests from Transdniestria, Moldova, the Ukraine, [and?] participants of the summer school “Dniester-2009.”


In answer to the question, “Why is there a River Day for the Dniester?” it stands to note that the holiday is needed to decide the problem of defending the environment.


There was a song written especially for the holiday, “Live, native river,” serving as the event’s hymn. The song’s author is Aleksander Vasilakii, the composer ​– Leonid Perzhan, the arrangers – Valerii Vasilatii and Sergei Dobrozhan. The deputy chief of the district’s government administration, Aleksander Fedorovich Muntyan; the head of government administration for the village of Chobruchi, Vasiliy Andreevich Ivanov; and the acting director of the international association “Eco-TIRAS,” Ilya Davidovich Trombitskiy, addressed those in attendance.


The guest of honor, Neptune—one of the most ancient gods of the Roman pantheon—was met with applause. The audience greeted [the festival participants] with great interest, [including] the folklore ensemble Dragaika, whose leader is an emeritus cultural worker, Svetlana Negretskaya; the Slobozia -based folk ensemble Kazakh Hearts, whose leader is Sergei Fedchenko; the soloist of Karagash’s
 House of Culture, Denis Maksiyan; the participants of Eco-TIRAS’s summer camp, “Dniester-2009”; and, of course, the amateur performances participants of Chobruchi’s House of Culture.

Scientists studying the problems of the Dniester attended the festival. So did Christine Laney ([of the] NGO Keepers of the Red River of the North in the City of Fargo, North Dakota) and Kelly McKorkendale ([of the] Rodger Ehnstrom Nature Center at the Chahinkapa Zoo in the City of Wahpeton, North Dakota, USA).

The representatives of North Dakota were given the “River Ribbon,” which started its journey in the Russian Federation. More than 100,000 Russians took part in the River Ribbon campaign, cleaning up and taking under their protection more than 150 rivers and lakes with more than 400 kilometers of shoreline. In 2006, the international organization Eco-TIRAS took over and continued a relay race on the shores of the Dniester. At the festival, the organization passed on its work experience to the American ecologists.
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