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ment in the Little Missouri at First United Methodist
National Grasslands. He Church, Fargo.
did consulting work for the See Deaths, Page C10.

mmém co-founder Becky Johnson
found a foster home for Shelby.
Shelby was treated for frost-
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he and friend Jordan Stutsman rescued from
a road near Pipestem Reservoir on Jan. 22.
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Ben Rodgers is a writer for the Jamestown Sun,
which is owned by Forum Communications Co.

Groups working to make the Red a ‘sister river’

Sister rivers

River Keepers of Fargo and
the Rodger Ehnstrom Nature
Center in Wahpeton, N.D.,
are working with a Moldovan
museum and non profit
agency to create a

“sister river” relationship for
the Red River and the
Dniester River.
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Red River

P itis ,_m.voS 550 miles long
P> It drains a basin of 40,200

The Forum

Relish what's coming
next month!

By Helmut Schmidt
hschmidt@forumcomm.com
Groups in North Dakota

and the Republic of Moldo-
va hope to teach the impor-
tance of water issues and
prime the pump for cross-
border cooperation by join-
ing the Red River and Dni-
ester River in a “sister
river” program.

A mixing of the waters
ceremony is planned in
Fargo as part of the sister
river declaration in early
May, said Bob Backman,
executive director of River
Keepers in Fargo.

There will also be cultur-
al exchanges between
museums and water
resources groups from the
two nations, he said.

The Red River group will
go to Moldova, a landlocked
country in Eastern Europe
located between Romania
and Ukraine, in July, Back-
man said.

“The point that we’re get-
ting at here is all of our
water is connected. We
need to be concerned about
upstream  and = down-
stream,” Backman said.

Online
» www.eco-tiras.org.

» www.riverkeepers.org.

P River Keepers and “Sister
Rivers: Red River of the
North and Dniester River”
on Facebook.

River Keepers and the
Rodger Ehnstrom Nature
Center in Wahpeton, N.D.,
received about $78,000 for
the initiative from the
Museums & Communities
Collaboration Abroad.
That’s a program of the
U.S. State Department and
the American >monmﬁos
of Museums.

The Red River groups will
work with two Moldovan
entities: the Bendery City
Museum of Ethnography
and Natural History, and

Eco-TIRAS, an internation-
al environmental associa-
tion of river keepers.

The Red River groups will
teach how to gather volun-
teers and get people
involved with events, such
as the water festivals in
Fargo and Wahpeton. The
Moldovans will share tips
on coordinating the work of
government and non-gov-
ernmental groups, Back-
man said.

Reached by e-mail, Ilya
Trombitsky, executive
director of Eco-Tiras, said
that in post-Soviet era
nations, the problems of
changing economies have
made river issues low pri-
orities.

“Our program should
help to raise public aware-

ness on river-related
issues, which will also be
helpful in the lobbying of
the river interests,” he
wrote.

Trombitsky said that
with the Dniester acting as
a border for Ukraine and
Moldova, public support is
needed for coordinating
river management. He also
hopes to raise the impor-
tance of the museum in
Bendery in promoting river
interests, particularly
because it is located in a
secessionist territory. He
said getting the coopera-
tion of secessionist leaders
on river issues could help
in conflict resolution.
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Readers can reach Forum reporter
Helmut Schmidt at (701) 241-5583
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Saturday, February NP gam to 5pm
Centennial Hall, Fargo Civic Center
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