July 21, 2009
The attraction of a river

The Dniester empties into…the Red River

Now the Dniester empties into the Red River. However, it was several years ago already that geography changed drastically. Then, the Dniester joined with the Volga.

Are they really planning to turn our river backwards? Of course not. The question isn’t one of reworking nature, but of the subtle world of human interrelations.

Then the Bender-based
 NGO, Pelican, visited its colleagues in Nizhniy Novgorod
. From there its leader, Leonid Ershov, brought…a piece of the great Russian river
. The local ecological organizations thought up the “River band
”: they do not simply develop the banks of their own rivers, but also attract new participants to their campaign.
Here’s how it work. A photo essay about the good deeds is attached to a piece of cloth, symbolizing the river band, and it’s given to colleagues from the [other] ecological NGO. In this way, from hand to hand, the Benders received a piece of the Volga. And then they gave it back, but already with [an added] bit of the Dniester. 
What did they tell about? How they planted trees along the river.

“The forestation we have in the Dniester’s flood plain composes all of 9 percent, but it ought to be no less than 25 to 30 percent,” noted Ershov.

The great flood of 2008 also reminded us about trees. Unfortunately not only were the elements responsible for that misfortune, so were humans.

Within the last decade the Carpathian [mountains] have lost a large part of their greenery and have not been able to retain moisture. The streams of water flowed unhindered into the valleys, which is why the humanitarian disaster acquired such scale. Ukraine’s neighbors, Poland, Slovakia, and Romania, already acknowledged this threat and curtailed the industrial clear cutting of the forests in the Tatras
 and the Carpathians. In Ukraine the forest has been getting whittled away since the beginning of the 1960s.
By that time, the guys in Bender were already striving to plant trees in the flood plain of the biggest aqueous artery of Moldovia and Transdniestria. According to their ability, of course.

Now the “River band”—the bit of the Dniester—has gone to Kat and Christine from the American state of Dakota.
 They came to the summer school and attended the Dniester festival. The guests unwittingly observed that: their native Red River has a lot in common with the Dniester. The Red’s path goes from the U.S. into Canada; our water artery runs through the Ukraine, Moldova and Transdniestria. On both continents, people residing in the river basins have already acknowledge how important it is to manage the rivers collectively.
It’s also possible to make friends…through basins. The Dniester now flows into…the Red River.
…before their departure for home, Kat and Christine visited the Bender local history museum. Not only does the oldest city in Moldova and Transdniestria stand on the bank of a river, but it is also inseparably joined with it.

At various times [in history] the border has threaded along the Dniester. Now the river’s vocation is to unite people.
� A city in Transdniestria, also called Tighina: http://www.visitpmr.com/bender_pmr.html


� A city in Russia


� i.e. the Volga


� Or “ribbon”


� A mountain range between Poland and Slovakia 


� [sic] The paper says “Dakota,” not “North Dakota.”





