           The Dniester falls into the Red River of the North

 Though they flow on the different continents, recently waters of these two waterways have mixed. So European and North-American transboundary rivers became related.
                                        The Unknown Fish
 There was nothing of the kind in the Dniester! The color of this fish looks like the rainbow. The friend of the director of the Biological Research Station of Bendery theoretical Lyceum Leonid Ershov brought him this unusual catch. 
 Leonid is also the chief of the ecological non-governmental organization (NGO) “Pelican”. And he began the investigation of this fact. The striking fact was established after consultation with specialists: it was the sun perch from far America.

 Such an unexpected epigraph got the American trip of representatives of Moldavian and Transnistrian ecological NGOs (from the International Association of the River Keepers “Eco-TIRAS”) and the historical and natural museum of Bendery as well as from the Moldavian Academy of Sciences Museum. They were invited by the River Keepers of the Red River of the North and the museum of Wahpeton of North Dakota. The project was supported by the American Association of Museums.
 The guests were waited for many events, including the meeting with the same sun perch as they saw in Bendery. But the main thing was the Mixing of the Water Ceremony.
                                        Sister Rivers

 - The Volchanats!

 - The Wild Rice River!

 - The Bukovats!

 - The Otter Tail River!
 - The Reut!

 - The Buffalo!

 Home Moldavian place-names in turn with the native American ones. This call-over took place on a bank of the Red River of the North. The huge bowl was in the highlight. People came up to it and added some drops of their river to its contents. Water from the Dniester and its tributaries did the long way to be the celebration. It was brought by Moldavian and Transnistrian NGOs. Their American colleagues were responsible for the Red River basin.
 And now the bowl was full. The collected water was mixed and divided among all guests. Everybody has given a bottle of water of new quality. The Dniester became related with the Red River of the North. Now they were the sisters.
 The River Keepers of the Dniester and the Red River signed up Manifest about collaboration.

 - We can share our experiences with each other and realize common projects, - the American Keeper Bob Backman said.
 Success marked near water.

                                 Happy Cargo of Canoes

 Guests and hosts forwarded to navigation “Canoes of our dreams” along the Red River (this project is managing by Christine Laney). These little boats were made by native Americans.
 But firstly everybody wrote about his cherished desires in the form. And the fleet of canoes with cargo of happy wishes sailed to Canada. These toys demonstrate the very important thing: all water in the world is connecting. The American colleagues have already seen off such vessels. Christine Laney told that news about them was given even from the open ocean.
                                                Anniversaries

 At once anniversaries were celebrated: the River Keepers of the Red River was 20 years old, “Eco-TIRAS” – 10 years younger. 

 Both organizations try to explain the value of the ecological health of their rivers to people of home parts. 
 Two years ago the River Keepers from North Dakota came to Moldova at first time. Then the plan of collaboration was born. 
 Rivers of different continents have the same features and problems. Both are transboundary. The Dniester’s way to the Black Sea lies via territories of the Ukraine, Moldova and its Transdniestrian part. The USA shares the Red River with Canada. Joint management of international watercources is the main task. It is solved in America more successful than in Moldova.
 But it isn’t everything. Floods and droughts are evil for habitants of two river basins. 
 NGOs of both continents fight against un-controlled extraction of sand and gravel from the Dniester and Red River. This process is able to destroy our rivers. 

 They try to preserve the biological diversity in the river basins.

 …Traveling along the Red River via North Dakota and Minnesota, the guests appeared near the Detroit Lake. This is home place of the sun perch which was found in the Dniester. Indeed all water in the world is connected. And what about people?

                                                                         Natalia Barbier, Bendery.

